
 

 

Our Mission: 

 

St. Peter Claver Catholic School  

seeks to educate the hearts and minds  

of students from diverse backgrounds  

so that in the spirit of the Gospel,  

they are academically prepared  

and service oriented. 

ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

WALL OF FAME 



 

 EXEMPLARY 

COMMUNITY 

LEADER 

& 

1984 SPC  GRADUATE 

2014 Inductee 

 A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Morehouse College where 

he holds a Bachelor’s degree in English,   Dr. Ivan Allen is the 

President of Central Georgia Technical College. In addition, 

Dr. Allen holds a Masters of Public Administration from  

Georgia College and State University and a Doctorate of     

Education from Nova Scotia University. Dr. Allen graduated 

from the St. Peter Claver Catholic School in 1984 and from 

Mount de Sales Academy in 1988.  

 Dr. Allen is a native of Macon, Georgia. He currently lives 

in Centerville with his wife, Danyel and his three children. 

Dr. Allen is a member of the Board of Trustees for the Hou-

ston Healthcare System and is a member of the Rotary Club 

of Warner Robins. He also serves on the boards of the Muse-

um of Aviation, the 21st Century Partnership, the Central 

Georgia Better Business Bureau, the Middle Georgia Work-

force Investment Board, Middle Georgia RESA, and Commu-

nity Health Works. He served on the Mount de Sales Acade-

my Board of Trustees and was Board Chairman during the 

2010-2011 academic year.  



 

 

EXCEPTIONAL 

CATHOLIC 

SCHOOL 

MENTOR 

2014 Inductee 

 Mrs. Mary Boyd has taught in Catholic Education for the 

past 42 years. All four of her children are graduates of the St. 

Peter Claver Catholic School and she is married to Fred Boyd.  

 Mary shares these comments, “When our oldest was of age 

to enroll in St. Peter Claver Catholic School, I gave my heart 

on that day as well. I fell in love with the students, staff and 

volunteered often. Once the Bishop declared integration of the 

Catholic schools, I was hired as a Teacher’s Aide. Many chang-

es have happened since that time. The mission of the school  

inspires the success rate and while students come and go, the 

success rate has remained the same!” 

 Mary continues, “When God lets me know it is time to put 

down my chalk, I hope this quote by Forest Witcraft will apply 

to me . . . One hundred years from now, it will not matter what 

kind of car I drove, what kind of house I lived in, how much I 

had in my bank account, but the world may be a little better 

because I was important in the life of a child”. 



 

OUTSTANDING 

CATHOLIC 

SCHOOL 

LEADER 

2014 Inductee 

 A native of Cordele, Georgia, Mrs. Johnnie Smith is    

married to Matthew Smith and is the mother of two children. 

Mrs. Smith has taught at St. Peter Claver Catholic School for 

the past 32 years. 

 “I began my career as a Paraprofessional at St. Peter 

Claver Catholic School in 1982. My decision to embark on this 

career path was the result of my desire to work where I could 

positively enhance the lives and future of children. I believe 

this career helps build the foundation needed for student suc-

cess.  

 While here, I have witnessed the positive benefits of stu-

dents learning in a structured, Catholic education environ-

ment. During my tenure, I have experienced great joy working 

with a diverse group of teachers and students. I have grown 

professionally through extensive training and mentorship. My 

daily interaction with parents and students allows me to em-

brace their individual needs while continuously working to-

wards the goals of the SPC mission. I look forward to many 

more years at SPC and believe the world will be positively im-

pacted by our SPC students”.  



 

REMARKABLE 

EXAMPLES OF 

CATHOLIC 

EDUCATION 

2014 Inductees 

 The Margaret Sullivan Family boasts five generations of 

graduates from the St. Peter Claver Catholic School. They     

include Margaret Sullivan, graduate of the SPC first 8th grade 

graduating class, Carol Cummings, Jerita Fitzhugh Rainey, 

Donald Fitzhugh, Gregory Fitzhugh, Reginald Cummings,   

Erica Rainey Royal, Edward Rainey, Eaan Rainey 

(Valedictorian of SPC 8th Grade Class), Kayla Royal (9th 

grade at MDS) and Keith Royal (5th grade at SPC). 

 The Sullivan Family credits Margaret with instilling a 

love and respect for Catholicism and Catholic education. They 

shared, “Margaret was a faithful member of the St. Peter  

Claver Catholic Church and was a member of many Societies; 

including the Council of Catholic Women’s Group meetings 

both in Macon and out of town. One of Margaret’s many         

favorite things was the school’s May Festival. All year she    

collected items to donate and to sell. Margaret donated the 

first statue of Saint Katharine Drexel to the church. Later, the 

church purchased a larger statue printing Margaret’s name on 

it. At the time of Margaret Sullivan’s death on December 15, 

2008, she left more than 100 figurines, plaques, vases and  

statues to the church for future May Festivals. Margaret loved 

Jesus and St. Peter Claver.  



 

Exemplary 

Catholic  

School 

Servant  

2016 Inductee 

 Twenty five years ago, Mrs. Elizabeth (Liz) Bishop was 

among the original organizers of Irish Night that supports the 

SPCCS’ Fr. John Galvin Scholarship Fund. She has chaired 

this event for eighteen years. Mrs. Bishop tirelessly works on  

fundraisers that acknowledge Saint Katharine Drexel’s   

founding mission to offer every African American child, no 

matter their economic status or religious affiliation, the        

opportunity to receive a Catholic education.  A faithful parish 

volunteer of the school for many years, Mrs. Bishop became 

the SPCCS Business Manager in 1996; overseeing the school’s 

payroll and finances. Her quiet professionalism and energetic 

work ethic exemplifies Christ, and she serves as a role model 

for  faculty, staff, students, parents and parishioners.  

 Mrs. Bishop lives in Macon, is married to Rusty Bishop 

and has two grown children: Quinton, 30 and Samantha 24. 

Both of her children graduated from St. Peter Claver Catholic 

School and Mount De Sales Academy. Liz and Rusty serve as      

guardians for their third child, Ashton, who attends St. Peter 

Claver Catholic School in 5th grade.  

 Mrs. Bishop can often be heard describing St. Peter Claver 

Catholic School and Church as “Holy Ground”; a fact she      

passionately shares with school supporters and parishioners.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mr. Henry Louis Leslie, Sr. has been a part of the St. Peter 

Claver Catholic Church and School community for many years.  

Henry was baptized at St. Peter Claver Catholic Church on June 24, 

1959 – a ceremony that included two of his brothers, the late Toby 

Leslie, Sr. and the late Cedric Leslie.  These three brothers also 

graduated from St. Peter Claver Catholic School (Henry in 1970) 

and, from then on, devoted much of their time and talent to God’s 

will of service for them at this church and school.   

 A native and lifelong resident of Macon, Henry is the son of 

John Thomas Leslie, Sr. and Daisy Juanita Gibson (both deceased). 

He learned the masonry trade from his father, a well-known brick 

layer and contractor in Middle Georgia, and later expanded his 

skills to include carpentry, plumbing and general maintenance. 

Though he has been employed fulltime at Proctor and Gamble, 

ADM, and Armstrong World Industries from 1975 through the     

present, he freely shares his time, talents and suggestions to help 

keep things working and functioning here at St. Peter Claver. 

          Few people know the extent of Henry’s contributions, as this 

humble servant prefers to work behind the scenes and out of the spotlight. His donated services are too 

numerous to list, but each reveals his heartfelt devotion to the St. Peter Claver community. Some of his 

volunteer masonry work include the brick patio next to the Parish Life Center, the grotto for the St. 

Katharine Drexel Statue in the garden next to the convent, and the block foundation for the early pre-

school. Henry also repaired the leak in the church Confessional, patched the roof on the Daughters of 

Charity House, built book cases and installed a utility sink in the SPCCS Art room, and mounted a new 

sign on the front of the main school entrance.  He is outstanding as a troubleshooter and can sometimes 

even outperform the experts.  The Daughters of Charity, for example, fondly remember that Henry 

identified the origin of a campus gas leak that left six Gas Company employees standing by stumped!     

In 2010, Henry received the Catholic Diocese of Savannah Bishop Gartland Service Award. He 

has served on several parish committees, participated in fundraising events, and assisted with alter 

server incentive trips with his brothers. He is currently a member of the SPCCS Alumni Committee, an 

usher at the 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass, and has faithfully played in the SPCCS Annual Golf Tournament 

for the past fifteen years. 

The SPCCS community describes Henry Leslie in the following manner: a humble spirit, a deep 

thinker, kind, humorous and respectful, helper of widows, trustworthy, steward of the SPCCS          

community, Godly, honorable.  The bible describes Henry Leslie in Micah 6:8 . . . He hath shewed thee, 

O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and 

to walk humbly with thy God. 

Henry married Zina Taylor Leslie on July 2, 1983. They have three children; L’Neisha, Temia, 

and Henry, Jr., who also attended St Peter Claver Catholic School.   

HUMBLE 

CHRISTIAN 

DISCIPLE 

2016 INDUCTEE 


